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WIN AUNG: Thank you, Mizutani-san. In fact, . . ?
regional Chamber of Commerce, since the beginning of the
regime change and just after the democratization process
started to be actively introduced to our country, the very
first investors we were aiming to receive were from Japan.
There is no doubt.

That is why during my very first visit to Japan, which
was in early 2011 together with our president, we invited
all of the Japanese businesses to come and invest in
Myanmar. Please do business with Myanmar. That is what I
always repeatedly and humbly requested to our friends
because we know how honest our Japanese friends are and how
honest Japanese businesses are.

And we are also expecting the immense technologies that
you have in every aspect, in every area, in terms of
consumer products that you produce and distribute to the
market. You know the market much better than what our local
people do.

So this is a very passionate spirit in our minds and
what we are expecting is to grow together hand-in-hand with
our locals. We are expecting to make joint venture

partnerships with Japanese businesses.



Why we are aiming for that is that our Myanmar
businesses are very devoted, as our Japanese colleague
presented earlier. They are hard working, they are very
devoted, and they can contribute their local knowledge to
facilitate you getting the optimum benefit for your
business. So to make it short, I would like to encourage
you to make joint investments with our local as well as
Japanese SMEs.

But this is for the SMEs. To be able to have
competitive advantages or a competitive business
environment we also need to have quality infrastructure
development, and medium-sized companies can also
participate in that.

We always say that Myanmar lacks infrastructure so
there is business there for those of you who are in that
area. And big enterprises, I mean, big conglomerates can
also participate in that infrastructure development such as
those dealing with electric power, roads, rail, waterway
transport, ports, and things like that. That is what I am
expecting from the Japanese.
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WIN AUNG: Thank you. We are aware of the difficulty of
getting reliable, competent partners. So what we are
presently working very hard on, hand-in-hand with our
counterparts from Japan, is having training for our
entrepreneurs’ capacity building. We are also working very
closely with JETRO in Myanmar. We also have a capacity
building center, which we call the Myanmar-Japan Center,
which is supported by KEIDANREN as well as HIDA.

So we have those institutions with us, but not only
those, the Federation of Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
together with the Japan Chamber of Commerce in Myanmar, are

working very closely and we are full of people who would



like to engage in businesses with our Japanese friends.

So what we are doing is we organize business matching
at least twice a year where you can meet up with the right
partner. That is one area of initiatives that you can
enjoy. I would like to say that we are not just allowing
joint ventures, our government also allows 100% investment
as well, and you can invest not only in the SEZ, but you
can also invest under the foreign direct investment law.

So regarding the support community, let me share some
of the important points. We now have new Myanmar investment
law because until now we had two laws, foreign investment
law and local investment law. They were two different laws.
We realized that we should provide equal opportunity to our
investors, so now we are in the process of the final
drafting of the Myanmar investment law in which we are
going to provide the same status, the same privileges, to
our investors.

So that is what I would like to share with you at this
important juncture. For us, we are working very closely
with JETRO, with JICA, with JCC Myanmar, so through these
institutions we can team up to find the right partner for
our Japanese friends. Thank you.
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MYO MIN: Thank you for your question. First, I would like
to discuss about policy tuning and what we are doing in the
policy tuning with the OECD. They sternly recommend that
they are the only country that has two investment laws in
ASEAN.

Whatever we say, there is no discrimination or
different privileges or incentives in these two laws, but
because there were two laws it seemed that there was
discrimination for investors even though actually it was
not like that.

So when we initiated to revise our foreign investment
law, we tried to unify these two laws as a new one, but in
our internal procedure we need to prove this by discussing
it with and getting the approval of Parliament. The

Parliament members discuss and give some comments on these



two laws. Anyway, we revised these two laws individually in
2012 in 2013, so there are two laws.

When we go into the ASEAN economic community we should
have the same investment law in our country so we revised
it urgently to unify these two laws as a new one. We are
trying to provide for investors and give all the incentives
for investors within this one law.

I would like to explain what we expect, not only those
from Japan but also those from other countries, from
investors regarding foreign direct investment in Myanmar.
Because, as our colleague has already explained, we have a
lack of infrastructure in all fields and they are lagging
behind. When you arrive in our country you may see that it
is two or three decades behind because it was so isolated
in policy.

So from the government side we are now doing policy
tuning. Whatever we enact or we announce from the
government regulatory authority, the message that I would
like to give is that we now give more options to investors
to start or invest in Myanmar. Thank you.
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WIN AUNG: Thank you for your questions with determination
to invest in Myanmar. Yes, I would say that you can rent or
lease land from the respective ministry for a certain
period of time with certain lease terms and conditions so
you can grow what you would like to have.

Of course, it depends on the type of land that you
would like to have, whether it is for the perennial crop or
whether it is for paddies or things like that, but you
would have to deal with the government department that has
the parameters that are allowed.

The second question that you asked, may I straightaway
answer that because this is also related to my
organization? Yes, we do have a lot of agriculture
associations that specialize in agriculture products. Let’s
say if you are talking about fruits and vegetables, that is
the Myanmar Fruits and Vegetables Grower and Exporter Trade

Association. In fact, 10 years ago I was the founding



chairman of the Fruits and Vegetables Association at the
national level. We also do have for paddies the Myanmar
Rice Industrial Association with us. So we do have a number
of different associations, such as the Pulses and Beans and
Sesame Association, that are already in place.

For a Japanese restaurant, I think Ido-san might know
because to my understanding he always has these companies.
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WIN AUNG: Regarding the flood-devastated area, there is a



lot of damage. The total area of paddy plantations all over
Myanmar is about 13,000,000 acres, not hectares, about
13,000,000 acres. Out of those 13,000,000 acres, the floods
hit about 1.4 million. This was a very heavy hit because
this was the worst flood disaster we have ever faced.

Although almost 1.4 million was hit, some have already
recovered because this depends on, as you know, how long
the flood is there and how much mud and silt are spread
throughout those areas.

So about one third was quite heavily damaged, but we do
have confidence in the efforts of the government, the
related ministries, and our stakeholders from the business
sector. We are very, very heavily supported for recovery.
We have already organized a flood disaster recovery and
rehabilitation program under our chamber in the private
sector.

So although this is a big hit, we are confident that we
can overcome this problem within a year’s time. It is a
long process because even for the areas that were heavily
hit to recover, we need to provide at least six months’
assistance. So that is what we are doing at the present.
Thank you.
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WIN AUNG: In fact, there are quite a number of pest control
companies out there. But if we are talking about trade for
agricultural products and things like that, there are
companies, including SGS, who are providing all those kinds
of services. Please do not worry. If there is anything
specifically that you would like to understand better,
please do let us know. I am at your disposal.
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WIN AUNG: Thank you for your questions. This is a very good
question. At the present moment, we are importing all those
electronic parts and components that we need to replace or
repair our products that we are using in our households.
Definitely there is a demand because we are using
electronic products from brands such as Panasonic and
Hitachi, which you are using in Japan and are used
throughout ASEAN.

Our buying power is increasing day by day, so
definitely for those products they need all those
components and electronic parts, definitely.

But if we’re talking on the commercial scale for the
production of those products in Myanmar, then that also is
possible because you know that we can also re-export to our
bordering countries like Thailand or Indonesia.

What I would like to advice you is that you can also do

contract manufacturing or CNP, so you can bring in some



components and utilize our skilled labor and reasonable
wages and you can train them. That is what I would like to
share with you. Thank you.
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WIN AUNG: This is a very good question but it is very
difficult. In fact, we are expecting a very free and fair
election in the upcoming election on 8th November. We are
also anxious to see a free and fair elected government to
be put in place, but since we are businessmen let’s talk
about what we are expecting for business.

It’s very simple. It is like a beauty pageant at the
moment. No matter who will govern Myanmar, definitely there
is no other direction, no other choice, in that they have
to provide a better economy for the country. This is a

must. So we are very confident that whoever is elected to



government they will definitely try to improve the
country’s economy. There is no choice. That is the only way
for whatever government that wins the seat.

So we are very confident and we are proceeding without
hesitation to expand business. That is what our local
businesses are doing. The responsible people in the
business sector who are able to receive international
investors or who have already visited Myanmar, they also
feel the same. They also have the same idea. There will
definitely be a better and better business environment. So
that is what we are expecting. Thank you.
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